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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AS the following Letter conveys to the Heads of 
Chriſtian Families, particularly to thoſe of the 
Baptiſt Denomination, in London, the ſentiments of 
more than one of their Paſtors, on ſeveral branches of 
Family Religion, as united with the public worſhip of 
of God; it is preſumed, that the manner in which the 
plural number is uſed throughout the Letter, will not 
be thought improper. An additional motive for writing 
in this manner was, 4 defire in him who drew it up, 
to treat with becoming reſpet# thoſe worthy friends to 
whom it is inſcribed : and as he could not but wiſh it 
might meet with their approbation, ſo, be humbly bopes, 
if it ſhould not receive that honour, he has, at leaſt, 
expreſſed himſelf in ſuch a manner as to goo them no 
juſt ground of offence. 
He might, it is true, have preached on this 4 
jeft at a monthly meeting; and this was recommended 
to his attention; but he choſe to decline it, believing, 
that whatever is delivered with propriety in the pulpit 
will ahways be read to a diſadvantage when printed, by 
them that heard it: and, ſtrange as it may ſeem to ſome, 
and habituated as the writer of the following letter is 
to ſtudy, he is obliged to confeſs, that he finds himſelf 
incapable of pronouncing any thing with freedom and 
Force, that was previouſly prepared, and tritten for 
| the preſs. 
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cially to thoſe of the BAPTIST: D vobti- 


NATION. reſiding, in Loxpox, the follow- 
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1 O the candid Inſpection of the Heaps, 
of CHRISTIAN FAMILIES, and more eſpe- 


ing LETTER, | on PysLIc and Done rie 


N FER 
CARAARAI | 


PUBLIC AND DOMESTIC - DEVOTION 
UNITE D. 


BRETHREN and FRIENDS. 


ANNE who write to you on this ſubject, 
I * beg leave to introduce it, by calling 
2 X N your attention to the conduct of Da- 


3 vid, when he brought the ark from 
the houſe of Obed-edom the Gittite, to Zion: 


this is that kind of conduct which appears to us 
to be well worthy your attention. The peculiar 
circumſtances attending that day's devotion are 
finely repreſented by Delany, in his Life of 
David; to which we refer you, if you wiſh to 
| ſee the tranſactions of that memorable day de- 
ſcribed 'in a moſt maſterly manner. When the 
grand ſolemnity ceaſed, it is ſaid, all the people 
departed, every man to his own houſe; and that 
David alſo returned to bleſs his houſe. It is obſer- 
vable, that there then was, and we apprehend 
there ever was, an eſtabliſhed connection between 
9 3 public 
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public and domeſtic devotion; and there is, we 
fear, but the appearance of devotion, where this 
connection is either deſpiſed, or habitually neg- 
lected. 
Ir muſt be confeſſed, that of the two, it is 
| much eaſier for us to appear religious in public, 
| than to be ſo, or even ſo to appear, in private. 
We naturally love to court the attention, and, 
| gain the applauſe of ſtrangers; nor are we al- ' 
| ways unmoved at their cenſure, how much ſo- | 
| ever we may affect to deſpiſe it. But true Reli- 
gion, though it doth not annihilate theſe emo- 
| | tions, doth however ſo regulate them, as to 
88 
| 


make every.emotion ſubſervient to the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience. To a good man God is 
every where the ſame: and to be approved in bis 
abt, is the ruling principle of his life. He is 
' the fame man in private as in public; and in 
his own houſe as in the houſe of God. ba 
PrRHArs our opportunities of attending to the 
| public worſhip of God in London are multi- 
1/4 Plied to exceſs; and this particularly ſeems to 
, be the caſe on what we commonly call the, Lord's 
1 day. They who carry it to that exceſs ſeem to 
0 | forget, (as ſome of us have done) that the Chrif- 
il. tian Sabbath, as well as the Jewiſh, was deſigned 
i to be the ſabbath of the Lord ix ALL ouR DwEL- 
Ft LINGS, But what idea can we have of this, in 


| thoſe dwellings where the family conſtantly attends 
| public worſhip on the morning, afternoon, and 
' in the evening of that day? However neceſſary 
S therefore evening lectures may be for thoſe who 
| | 1 live 
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live in irreligious families, or who live in fami- 


lies pretending only to be religious, who have 


no ſettled regard for public worſhip themſelves, 
and who but ſeldom permit cheir domeſtics to 
enjoy itz however neceſſary evening lectures on 
the Lord's day may be to ſuch perſons (and in 
favour of ſuch, and ſome others that we could 
name, we think, under due regulations, they are 
neceſſary) yet, we hope to be forgiven if we 
fay, that they are not likely to be productive of 


much good to thoſe who have attended -to the 


former opportunities as they ought, and who 
have thoſe perſonal and relative duties to diſ- 
charge at home, that no pretence of regard to 
public worſhip, ought to ſer aſide. It is true, be 
Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwel- 


lings of Jacob. But what is Zion? Not a mate- 


rial building dedicated to devotion, but the people 
who meet in it. Vet not all who aſſemble there, 
but thoſe only who worſbip God in Chriſt Jeſus, in 
ſpirit and in truth, both in public and in private : 
and theſe are the Zion of God whether they meet 
in a cathedral or a conventicle; in a palace, or 


in a priſon, When theſe ideas are diſunited, Zion 


retaineth nothing more of Zion than her name, 
and then ſhe þecometh 4 wilderneſs, and rr 4 
deſolation. 

Allow us to add, that the proſpect of deri: 
ving any real advantage from an attendance to 
evening lectures on the Lord's day, ſeems till 
more unpramiſing to us, when we recollect the 
manner in which they are ſometimes conducted; 
and, ſuffer us to ſay, it is more unpromiſing 


a4 ſtill, 
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ſtill, when we advert to the viſible want of con- 
duct in ſome that attend them. How often in 
theſe exerciſes is the family that has been united 
in the preceding acts of worſhip, divided, accord- 
ing to the prevailing humour of each? How 
common is it with many who go to theſe lectures 


to form parties; firſt for tea, when it is ſettled 


at what lecture they ſhall attend that evening, 
and when it is over, where they ſhall ſpend ſo 
much time together, as leaves but little leiſure, 
if any, for family devotion? But, where theſe, 
and other imprudencies are avoided, it cannot 
be denied, that the time when theſe lectures are 
cloſed, is frequently ſo late, as not to allow thoſe | 
who reſide at any diſtance from the place of wor- 
ſhip an opportunity of attending to perſonal or 
family religion; and where the different parts of 
the family thus engaged attend to different lec- 
tures, ſuch a return to their own habitation as 
could be wiſhed is ſtill more improbable. The 
fact, we fear, is, that where things are ſo cir- 
cumſtanced, either ſuch families do not meet 
together in the evening at all, or, that their devo- 
tion is ſo ſhort, and ſuperficial, or ſo dry, ſo tri- 
fling and tedious, as to tempt the moſt candid to 
ſuppoſe they have neither much delight in it, nor 
expectation from it. ; N 

W mention it with regret, but family religion 


appears to be ſo neglected by ſome worthleſs zea- 


lots, whoſe zeal blackens while it burns, that they 
ſeem to have no notion of it. Theſe people hear 
ſermons as others ſee plays: all is excellent, or, 
| LES ++ 
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the reverſe; as they are moved in hearing; but 
their moſt violent agitations generally ſubſide as 
eaſily as they were raiſed, Not ſo their effects in 
either caſe; for they commonly leave the mind 
diſguſted with the idea of their being obliged to 
return to the important concerns of common life. 
There are, we think, profeſſors of religion, whoſe 
pretenſions to critical exactneſs, and to cool con- 
ſiſtency cannot be diſputed, that hear the Goſpel 
to as little purpoſe as the idly enraptured claſs 
we have mentioned before. How depraved is 
the taſte where empty effuſions, or lifeleſs ha- 
rangues, naturally productive of ſuch effects, are 
admired! What then is theirs, who delight in 
the diſmal drudgery of gratifying taſtes ſo vici- 
ous, and of being thought the favourites of them 
who can reliſh nothing that i is better ! 

BuT think nor, Sirs, that we hereby mean to 
cenſure any particular fociety of profeſſors at 
large, or, that we ſhould pay ſo little reſpe& to 
truth as to inſinuate this is your. character to 
whom we write, We know you better; though 
we will not take upoh us to ſay, that none who 
occaſionally worſhip with us are at all addicted to 
either of theſe extremes. We. are, however, fully 
perſuaded, that, collectively conſidered, you are 
bleſſed with a happier way of thinking. We 
know, that you have not only ſome caſte for 
family religion, . but that many of you regard it 
in a manner that does you honour, and that gives 
us joy. But as ſeveral whom we rank in the 


number of our ' moſt reſpectable friends, have 
wiſhed 
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wiſhed to be informed how to fill up the evening 


of the Lord's day at home, to ſome better 
purpoſe than they think they do at preſent, for 
their ſakes, we ſubmit a few remarks on this 
ſubject in a general way to your inſpection. For 
though many of you need no information from 
us, yet as ſome imagine they do, as none of you 
may be unwilling to be reminded of your duty, 
and as this ſeems the moſt reſpectful way of treat- 
ing the ſubject, we hope it will be taken as it is 
intended. We ſhall endeavour to carry our pre- 
ſent attempt into execution by again calling yout 
attention to the conduct of the King of Iſrael, at . 


the memorable period mentioned in the begin- 


ning of this letter, And, 


I. Our firſt remark is, that when David re- 
turned, from public worſhip to bleſs his houſe, it is 
highly probable, that he returned to pray for a 


bleſſing upon himſelf and family. David well 
knew, and was always ready to acknowledge it; 


that the whole of human bleſſedneſs is from God; 
and that he who is the God of Zion, is alſo the 
God of the families of his people. He knew that 


divine inſtitutions might be as eaſily perverted; 


as they were by many neglected, and by ſome 
deſpiſed. It is reaſonable, therefore, to ſuppoſe; 
that he was anxiouſly concerned to preſerve him- 
ſelf and family from each of theſe evils; and 
that he conſidered prayer to God as one of the 
moſt likely means to obtain this end. It is true, 
there are many monarchs in our days, who would 

think 


1 
think this but a mean employment; but it is as 
true, there are not many in this exalted character 
who are men after God's own heart. We appre- 
hend, that no man, in this manner, will be 
heartily concerned for his family, who is not 
. equally concerned for himſelf z nor for himſelf, 
who is not cordially concerned for thoſe that are 
under his care. If the head of a religious family 
be unholy, the whole family muſt be proporti- 
onably , unhappy. It is here as in the natural 
body, where, if one member ſuffer, eſpecially if 
it be the principal, a the members ſuffer with 
it. TT: d 
Ir is well known, that the kings of Iſrael, when 
they ſat upon the throne of their kingdom, were com- 
manded to write @ copy of the law of God with their 
own hand, out of that which was before the Prieſts 
and Levites; ang that they were to read therein all 
the days of their life; that they might learn to fear 
the Lord their God, to keep all the words of bis law, 
to do them: and there is no reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that David did not comply with this injunction. 
And if he did, the reading ſome ſuitable ſections 
of the law, copied with his. own hand, {accom- 
panied, perhaps, with ſuitable reflections) con- 
ſtituted a part of his domeſtic devotion. Happy 
is the family, where the head of it is ſeaſonably 
inclined to follow ſo fine an example 


II. When David returned to bleſs his hoſe, to 
prayer, we imagine, he ſubjoined examination. 
Without ſome fort of examination we can but 

; gueſs . 
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gueſs at the internal ſtate of our children and ſer- 
vants; but prayer ſhould never be founded oh 
conjecture, where certainty may be prudent]y 
obtained. We are therefore willing to ſuppoſe, 
that David ſeriouſly enquired of thoſe who had 
attended public worſhip with him, what they 
underſtood by that ſolemn ſervice, and how they 
were affected with'it. And if any, unacquainted 
with its deſign, made the antient enquiry, What 
mean ycu by this ſervice? It is not to be imagined 
that the king, who rejoiced ſo much in it, would 
refuſe to give him ſatisfaction.ä— As inferiors are 
allowed to inquire, of their ſuperiors, at home, it 
is doubtleſs the duty of the latter, according to 
their ability, chearfully to give them becoming 
information, on ſubjects of common importance, 
Knowledge of the moſt important kind has been 
always conveyed to us by tradition; by that kind 
of tradition, we mean, which, in its origin, is 
divine. The Elders of the Jewiſh nation were 
deeply ſenſible of this favour, and faithful ſtew- 
ards of the truſt repoſed in them. Our fathers, 
ſay they, have told us, and we weil not hide what we 
have heard from our children, ſhewing to the genera- 
tion to come the praiſes of the Lord; and his ftrength, 
and his wonderful works that he hath done. To this 
effect they ſpake; and this they conſidered as 
their indiſpenſible duty: for God eſtabliſhed a teſti- 
mony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſrael, which 
he commanded our fathers that they ſhould make rhem 
known to I heir children, that they might ſet their hope 
in Cod. And can we think that this wiſe and gra- 
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cious law is repealed; or that the Goſpel hath 
made this moral commandment void ? God forbid ! 
Bur he who examines. how others have heard, 
and attended to public ordinances, will, if he 
act from proper motives, allow ſufficient leiſure, 
when they are retired, - to examine himſelf. - Such 
perſons know, That we ought to give the more earneſt 
heed to the things wwe bave heard, leſt at any time we 
let them ſlip: and if the moſt heedful hearers let 
too many things eſcape their attention, what can 
be expected of thoſe that are heedleſs, and void 
of reflection? Some, like Jehu, by their partial 
zeal may amuſe many; but if, like him, they take 
no heed to walk in the law of the Lord, what amuſed 
at firſt will at laſt create ſuſpicion. The good 
ground, which our Lord mentions, brought forth 
fruit with patzence : and without a patient attention. 
to, and ſubſequent reflection on the things we 
have heard, what fruit can be expected? How 
good ſoever the ſeed may be, if it falls on he high 
way, among thorns, or in ſtony places, we are certain 
that ſuch ground will remain unfruitful, or pro- 
duce: that only which is rejected, and is nigh unto 
curſing, whoſe end is to be burned. In a word, if 
I/rael doth not know, it muſt be ſaid be doth not 
conſider. | 


III. SEASONABLE exhortations, we preſume, ac- 
companied thoſe inquiries which David made of 
his houſehold, when he returned to bleſs his houſe, 
mixed, no doubt, with thoſe: encouragements which 
wiſdom ſuggeſts, and benevolence inſpires. Such 

| a tem- 
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a temper would lead him, as it leads all that 


poſſeſs it, to admoniſh the diſorderly, to comfort the 


feeble minded, and to be of a patient ſpirit towards all. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that ſuch exerciſes are hap- 
pily adapted to co-operate with public inſtruc- 
tions, and to promote the two great ends which 
all that attend them ſhould ever keep in view: 
need we ſay, that we mean the good of man, and 
the glory of God ?—But here we beg leave to 
remind you, that the advantage which pious and 
prudent heads of families commonly have over 
their children and ſervants, is too conſiderable to 
be neglected with impunity, Undoubtedly, their 
knowledge of them, their acceſs to them in par- 
ticular circumſtances, as well as their authority 
and influence over them, are, in a great meaſure, 
peculiar to themſelves. Should ſuch advantages 
be forgotten ? Ought they not rather to be fre- 
quently recolleted and wiſely improved? The 
plea that is too often urged in favour of an omiſ- 
ſion of this duty, we can by no means admit: 
for when all is ſaid that can be ſaid, againſt the 
miſchiefs ſuppoſed to originate from the preju- 
dices of education, what are we to expect from 
the untutored mind? Had we never heard, we 
had never known the things that belong to our peace. 
Let us then, as faithful ſtewards of the truſt com- 
mitted to our care, communicate what we have 
heard, and underſtood; to our children and ſer- 
vants, continually; imitating at the ſame time 
the conduct of Paul to his ſon Timothy; who, 
to his beſt inſtructions, thought it his duty to add 

N dis 
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this juſt remark : Conſider what I ſay, and the Lord 
give thee underſtanding in all things. In the due diſ- 
charge of this duty, we cannot but think, that 
every chriſtian parent and maſter will find that 


. ſatisfaction, and by omitting it, that uneaſineſs, 
which at length will fully convince him, that 
what we have recommended to his attention is from 
heaven, and not of man. 


IV. Tura yet remains, in our apprehenſion, 
another view of the conduct of David, when he 
returned from public worſhip to bleſs his houſe, which 
we think it our duty to mention; and that 1s, 
his apparent diſpoſition to recommend religion to 
his family, as well as to his country, by the 
charms of his own example. Without this, who 
in all his houſehold would have liſtened to his 
prayer? Who would have attended, willingly, to 
his inquiries ? Who would have regarded, prac- 
tically, his exhortations ? But, adding this to the 
whole, who would not have liſtened to ſuch a 
teacher? Who would not have thought it his 
intereſt to have attended to his kind inquiries, 
and to have followed his fervent exhortations? 
The language of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon 
ſtems not inapplicable to the head of ſuch a fa- 
mily; who was, at once, its guide, its guard, 
and glory ; for who that ſaw this could forbear 
ſaying, Happy are thy men, happy are theſe thy ſer- 
vants, who ſtand continually before thee, and hear thy 
wiſdom ! But ſhould we admit, as we muſt, that 
there were in David's family, as in moſt of ours, 

> ſome 
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ſome who miſimproved thoſe privileges d 
but for their own corruption, they might have 
enjoyed; yet what pleaſure muſt it afford the 
head of a family, when he is going to be taken 
from it, to be conſcious, that as he ſincerely 
meant, ſo he had carefully and conſiſtently endea- 
voured to bleſs bis houſe! though as to ſome he ſhould 
have too much reaſon to fear he had laboured in 
vain. Such, it ſecms, was the joy of David in his 
dying moments; whoſe houſe was not ſa with God, 
as he could have wiſhed. But if we contraſt the 
pleaſing reflections of David and others, who ob- 
tained, the teſtimony. of a good conſcience in that 
trying hour, with the painful remorſe of many 
who never ſought it, who would not wiſh to live 
as the righteous, and that their latter end . be 
like unto his? | 

On the whole, when David returned Fw his 
attendance on divine worſhip, to bleſs his houſe, 
it appears incontrovertibly evident, that he re- 
turned to be a bleſſing to his houſehold. By this 
domeſtic lamp, the whole houſe, at different pe- 
riods, was illuminated. From this fountain every 
plant in the family was watered in due ſeaſon; 
and if any remained unfruitful, it was becauſe 
there was no life in it.— Such was David once; 
but that he was in every inſtance what we have 
repreſented him, or without any deviation from 
his duty, what we have deſcribed him, we dare 
not aver: however, we may ſafely aſſert, that 
few men ever lived that deviated from the line of 
| * wat deeper regret, on reflection, than he. In 


L proof 


l 
proof of this aſſertion, we appeal to his  peniten: 
tial pſalms. 

Wr have only to add, concerning this truly 
pious king, that if his ſubjects, who joined with 
him in the public worſhip of this memorable day, 
returned to their reſpective habitations with the 
fame diſpoſition their monarch did to his; ſuch a a 
company conſtituted one of the fineſt lights ima- 
ginable. For to behold an opulent and powerful 
Prince, with ſo many thouſands of his ſubjeqs 
thus engaged; to ſee them, firſt unitedly wor- 
ſhipping Him, whoſe name alone is Jerovan, and 
then ret1rning, calm and compoſed, to their own 
habitations, there to receive and impart that do- 
meſtic conſolation which dwells only in the habi- 
tations of the juſt, was a ſight unſpeakably plea- 
ſing to the upright in heart, and could be offen- 
ſive to none but the vain and vile. | 

Wr have now laid before you, Sirs; as heads 
of chriſtian families, a model which, we hope, 
you will think deſerving imitation. If the king 
of Iſrael, amidſt all the cares of government, 
could find leiſure thus to worſhip God, can We 
pretend we have no leiſure to attend to this ex- 
alting ſervice! Yet not only on this memorable 
day, but for many years, David attended to the 
- worſhip of God in its appointed ſeaſons, in pub- 
lic and private; what then can hinder us? The 
truth is, we always find time, or make it, to at- 
tend to what we love. Let us, however, regard 
this ſhining example, and others that ſurround 
us, with due allowance to character, and to the 

B | time 
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time in which we live, We live, and ſometimes 
it is our boaſt that we live under the beſt and 
brighteſt diſpenſation of the grace of God ; ſhall 
we, therefore, be leſs devotional than they who 
lived under the Moſaic œconomy? This, in effect, 
would be ſaying, in the worſt manner we could 
ſay it, that, the law which was given by Moſes, was 
more friendly to devotion, than the grace and truth 
that came by Feſus Chriſt.— Keeping then our cha- 
rafter, and circumſtances, , with the | Goſpel diſ- 


penſation in view, we beg leave to repeat the ge- 


neral remarks we have made, and to conſider 
them as forming the outlines of that domeſtic 
devotion we wiſh to promote on the evening of 
the Lord's day.—Indeed, it is not to be expected 
that if family devotion be confined to that even- 
ing, or to any other, it will ever be productive 
of much good. Conſtancy and conſiſtency are the 
true ſecrets of ſound proſperity, as well in a reli- 


gious as a commercial view. But as the devotion 
of the Lord's day evening ought to correſpond 
with the duties of the day, and, as in too many 


families of every denomination amongſt us, ſuch 
devotion is too much neglected, we think our- 
ſelves juſtified in applying our remarks to this 
evening in particular. 

Wr will ſuppoſe, then, that you are e returning 
with your families, on the afternoon of the Lord's 
day, from the ſane place of public worſhip, with 
David's diſpoſition, When ſeated in your own 
habitations, if better advice be not at hand, we 
hope the following will not be deſpiſed. Nature 

being 


Fw l 
being moderately refreſhed by the mercies of your 
table, we wiſh 1275 


I. FixsT, to call your family deri and 
having read ſome ſuitable portion of the word 
of God before them, to commend them to 
the Lord in prayer. This prayer, and indeed 
prayer to God at all times, whether it be pre- 
ſented to him in company, or alone, ought always 
to be adapted to the ſeaſon, and circumſtances in 
which it is pronounced: even they who compoſe 
forms of prayer ſeem to be ſenſible of this, and 
make ſome proviſion for it; but how inadequate 
the beſt forms are to correſpond with every 
changing ſcene of life, requires no great abilities 
to judge. To pray in company, and not to re- 
gard them, in the diſcharge of that duty, is rude. 
To return from the public worſhip of God, and 
in our private addreſſes to his throne, to forget 
where we have been, implies, or ſeems to imply, 
that we are either inſenſible, or ungrateful hear- 
ers. At this ſeaſon of family prayer, the nature 
and advantages of inſtituted worſhip, and of the 
Divine Condeſcenſion to ſuch worſhippers as we 
are, ſhould be thankfully acknowledged : the con- 
feſſions we then make of thoſe infirmities we have 
noticed in the courſe of the day, ſhould be ſin- 
cere, and mentioned with due ſolemnity; and 
ſtrength from, and forgiveneſs with God, ſhould 
be ſought with equal fervency. As the Goſpel was 
made known to all nations, for the obedience of faith, 
and as this end cannot be promoted without faith 

B 2 itſelf, 


BY 
itſelf, we ſhould earneſtly pray, that be dies would 
increaſe it, Such petitions would naturally lead us 
to expreſs our concern for the continuance, and 
due improvement of ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing as 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and, that we might be ever 
ready to manifeſt our benevolence and compaſ- 
ſion towards them that are deſtitute of it. It 
would alſo lead us to requeſt, that none who are 
favoured with it might ever be aſhamed of it, or 
become a ſcandal to it; but, on the ' contrary, 
that by all who are thus favoured, the doctrines 
of the Goſpel may be cordially embraced, its du- 
ties evangelically regarded, its diſcipline chari- 
tably maintained, and the diſpoſition it is deſigned 
to promote, abundantly manifeſted-—Theſe, and 
other petitions being preſented, with thankſgiving, 
varied as circumſtances require; the family being 
ſeated, and ſilence, if neceſſary, commanded, it 


may then be proper, 


II. To examine your domeſtics reſpecting the 
public ſervices of the day. Here wiſdom is pro- 
fitable to direct you, to proportion the nature and 
number of your inquiries according to the age, 
capacity, and temper of your children and ſer- 
vants. Some, perhaps, can only repeat you the 
text. Deſpiſe not the day of ſmall things, Others, 


or, in time, the ſame perſons, may be able to 


mention the leading heads of a Sermon, and the 
manner in which they were connected and ſup- 
ported ; and at length, thus exerciſed, they will 


be able to repeat the inferences deducteꝗ from 
them, 
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them, and the manner in which they were applied 
to the conſciences of thoſe that heard them. Of 
ſuch you might occaſionally inquire into the lead- 
ing deſign of ſome diſcourſe they have attended, 
and by what means that deſign was purſued and 
improved. You might alſo, occaſionally, inquire, 
whether they were able to comprehend the differ- 
ence between primary and ſecondary truths ; and if 
you found they did not, it might be to their edi- 
fication ' to be informed, that, by the firſt you 
mean thoſe truths which are plainly expreſſed in 
the Scriptures, and delivered in the language of 
Scripture ; and that, by the ſecond, you mean 
thoſe . inferences and aſſertions, which preachers, 
commentators, or perſons of any other character, 
may deduce from, or attempt to ſupport by the 
oracles of God. It ought to be obſeryed, that 
much more deference is always due to cruths of 
the firſt claſs, than to thoſe of the ſecond : ' thoſe 
truths which we call primary, both demand and 
deſerve our cordial conſent ; ſo may thoſe truths 
alſo, which we have called ſecondary ; butas it 
is poſſible they may not, they ſhould be heard 
with caution, and examined with a due degree of 
care and of candour. 
Bes1Des theſe inquiries, there are others, equally 
important in their own nature, and equally uſeful 
in their final iſſue, that might be attended to: we 
mean thoſe which are perſonal and practical, and 
not immediately connected with any particular 
ſermon which you or your domeſtics have attended 
to in the courſe of the day. For what avails it, 
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if one or more of your- houſehold repeat t the text 
they have heard, the manner in which it was in- 
troduced, the propoſitions that were diſcuſſed, 

and applicd, if, at the ſame time, . what they 
heard from the pulpit was not brought home to 
their own conſciences! How much ſoeyer, therefore, 
you may commend them for being able to. retain, 
and repeat the ſubſtance of any ſermon they have 
heard, you will do well if you ſeaſonably endea- 
your to affect their conſciences with ſome ſuch 
general queſtions as theſe :. Are you ſenſible, and 
if ſo, are you thankful, that the docirine of God our 
Saviour ought to be embraced, and adorned by all 
that hear it? Do you wiſh to do both in your 
preſent ſituation, and bumbly attempt it? Are 
you not conſcious of having entertained contracted 
and partial views of the Goſpel of Chriſt; and of 


the nature and extent of his kingdom? Is it, at 
preſent, your wiſh and endeavour to obtain more 


enlarged views of cach; and when you ſeek to ob- 
tain grace, is it, that you may ſerve God acceptably, 
and that, whenever you are called to ſuffer for him, 
you may ſuffer as a chriſtian, and not as an evil doer ; 2 
Are ſpiritual bleſſings thoſe bleſſings which you moſt 
eſteem, and ſeek? And yet, though you deſire to 
ſet your affections on things above, are you perſuaded, 
that while you are fervent in ſpirit, it is your duty 
to be diligent in buſi neſs, and that the latter, as 
well as the former, is ſerving the Lord in 2 
word, while your ſole confidence and expectation 
are placed on Jeſus Chriſt, are you conſtantiy con- 
cerned 


Th. 
cerned o do thoſe things that are pleafing in bis 
Aal: 

Wins ſuch a courſe of examination attended 
to, univerſally, we cannot but apprehend, that it 
would be productive of various advantages to 
ſociety. Would not the members of ſuch well. . 
regulated families hear the word of God with 
more attention, and derive more advantage from 
it, than where every thing of this nature is omit- 
ted? And permit us to aſk, whether the heads of 
ſuch families would not reap with rich advantage 
the pleaſing fruit of ſuch exerciſes ? Yes, in due 
time, they ſhall thus reap who faint not. 

Bur further; might not a continued regard to 
this duty be of real ſervice to us alſo, who are in 
the miniſtry ? We think it might: for were it 
known, that this practice was common and con- 
ſtant, it might ſtir up many 70 ſhew themſelves work- 
men that need not be aſhamed ; and might, perhaps, as 
much as any thing, deter others from pouring 
out thoſe empty and indecent rhapſodies, which 
always betray (but no where ſo much as in a pul- 
pit) a want both of good manners, ind of common 
ſenſe. Ir is not only ſhameful, but ſhocking, to 
obſerve how the pulpit is ſometimes ꝓroſtituted 
by thoſe pitiful puns and ſenſeleſs quibbles, thoſe 
idle and indelicate ſtories, which ſome delight to 
retail in that ſolemn firuation; as if it were a mighty 
atchievement to ſele& and throw out ſuch oddities 
as ſeem beſt calculated to divert the fooliſh, and 
to diſguſt the wiſer part of mankind. Surely, — 
man that conſiders things well would much ſooner 
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e 
take it as an heinous affront to be charged with 
ſaying ſuch fine things as theſe are, than think it 
a credit to him for other people to ſay, that he 
was the author of them.” We cannot but think 
it would mortify a thoughtful man to conſider, 


that he ſhould be beholden to the vices and fol- 


lies of mankind. for a reputation, and not to judg- 
ment and ſober ſenſe.” But were what we have 
recommended to chriſtian families univerſally to 


prevail, we have ſanguine expectations, that what 


ſome inſulted audiences have long borne with pa- 


tience, and others with applauſe, would ſoon be 


heard with diſapprobation, and condemned with- 


out regret. We are alſo of opinion, that a due 
attention to this duty would make you hold ſuch 
in reputation, of eyery denomination, that deſerve 
your eſteem, and beſt of all guard you againſt the 
folly and fury of thoſe preachers, who, with all 
their weakneſs, demand your pity. | 


HI. To examination, (diverſified, contracted or 
enlarged, as prudence may direct) we take the li- 
berty to ſay, that ſeaſonable exhortations and 
admonitions ſhould be added, as circumſtances 
require, In attending to theſe, benevolence or 
chriſtian charity will be your beſt inſtructor. As 


| it abounds, it will teach you, whenever you warn, 


2dmoniſh, or exhort any of your domeſtics, always 
to keep the good of each in view ; and, if poſſible, 
to canvince them all, that you never mean to 
ſwerve from that deſign : It will remind you, that 


you have a Father, and a * in heaven, and con- 
ſtrain 


[5] 
ſtrain you ſo to imitate his perfect example, that 
whenever you can promote your kind intention 
by gentleneſs, you never wiſh to be ſevere, Cha- 
rity never behaveth herſelf unſeemly. Poſſeſſed of it, 
we ſhall know how to commend thoſe whom, all 
things conſidered, we may ſee it our duty to re- 
prove; yes, and even when we reprove* them. 
Charity is not eafily provoked. She beareth all things, 
that ought to be borne with; and endureth all 
things, that ought to be e May we not 
alio affirm, that ſhe commendeth all things that 
ought to be commended ? He muſt be bad in- 
deed in whom charity herſelf can find nothing 
that is praiſe-worthy. —Sometimes it will unavoid- 
ably happen, that a perſon who deſerves your cen- 
ſure would be too much diſcouraged, were he to be 
cenſured before others. Charity, in ſuchla caſe, 
will ſilently and patiently wait for a proper oppor- 
tunity, and when it arrives, will happily improve 
it. But, on the other hand, an exhortation given 
to one perſon only, in the preſence of others, may 
be ſo managed as delicately to reprehend a ſecond, - 
and a third perſon who hears it; and he who diſ- 
cerns your kind intention, will be both pleaſed , 
and profited by ſuch a candid method of inſtruc- 
tion: the haſty and inconſiderate may indeed be 
diſpleaſed with your proceeding, and, through ig- 
norance, call it, a ſtriking at him ; but the hum- 
ble and thoughtful youth, whether he be a ſon 
or a ſervant, will be ready to ſay, Let him thus 
ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs ;, and let him reprove me, 
it ſhall be an excellent oil that ſhall not break, but 
beautify my head, But, 


IV. Wz 


„ 
IV. Wr ardently wiſh, above all we have com- 
mended to your attention, that, in every thing 
which is praiſe-worthy, you would never deprive, 
your families of the benefit and bleſſing of your own 
example. By your punctual agd early attendance 
on public worſhip, in its ſtated returns ; by the 
whole of your behaviour as hearers, and as mem- 
bers of a church of Chriſt; by the peaceful and 
devotional manner in which you return from the 
houſe of God to your own habitations; by the 
piety and prudence you manifeſt in all your do- 
meſtic concerns, both of a civil and of a ſacred 
nature; God grant! it may appear to all that 
know you, and eſpecially to them that know you 
beſt, : that your religion conſiſts of light and love; 
and that it happily correſponds. with the angels 
ſong, by your giving Glory to God on bigb, by your 
promoting on earth, peace, and by your manifeſt- 
ing in the whole of your behaviour good will to- 
wards men. 
Tunuus, brethren, with great freedom, we have 
| preſumed to recommend the preceding branches 
of domeſtic devotion «to your attention. But, in 
taking ſuch freedom, we have recommended no 
duty to be diſcharged in your families, which 
| we do not wiſh to regard in our own.— We wiſh 
1 | you, as heads of chriſtian families, to be properly 
| conſcious of your own importance, and to be ex- 
| 


ceeding careful that it does not degenerate into 
contempt. Let it be remembered, that thoſe who 
ſhine 1n every department of life, aas well as thoſe 
who are caft into its darkeſt ſhades, were once 

children; 


1 

children; and, more or leſs, in ſubjection to their 
parents. From perſons, therefore, once under do- 
meſtic government, every vacancy in church and 
ſtate muſt be ſupplied. From the family, as 
from the common ſchool of all men, originate 
huſbandmen, mechanics, lawyers, phyſicians, and 
miniſters of the goſpel; and from family connec- 
tions, it is certain, that we all receive the firſt rays 
of human knowledge. In this reſpect, between 
the moſt illuſtrious monarch, and the moſt Jlte- 
rate mechanic, there is no difference: and it is 
well. known, according to the diſpoſition of the 
heads of the family in which we firſt breathe, 
whether they be rich or poor, we are commonly. 
tranſplanted into ſuch ſituations as are either pe- 
rilous or promiſing. Can you advert to theſe 
things, to the difficulties, probably, under which 
| you yourſelves have laboured, or ayoided, with- 
out being determined to do every thing in your 
power to make your offspring and dependants a 
bleſſing to ſociety ? We think you cannot. For 
our parts, we are willing to do every thing we 
can to aſſiſt you in a ſervice ſo acceptable to God 
and man: but, unleſs you will cordially and con- 
ſtantly co-operate with us, we who are miniſters, 
and they who are magiſtrates, muſt, in a great 
meaſure, labour in vain; they, in the ſuppreſſion 
of vice and immorality, and we, in diſſeminating | 
the ſeeds of truth and virtue. 

You will not imagine, brethren, by our ad- 
dreſſing you in this manner, that we expect, or 
even wiſh that any ching we © have faid on this ſub- 


ject, 


: HW. 1 

ject, ſhould be conſidered as an attempt in us to 
give law to you. We are too ſenſible of your 
equality, as chriſtians, with us, and of our own 
imperfections, independent of that conſideration, 
to aſſume the ſtile or tone of legiſlators. We 
write to you, profeſſedly, as brethren and friends; 
and in this profeſſion we are ſincere. We are 
heartily willing you ſhould judge of every thing 
we ſay, not only on this, but on every other ſub- 
ject, by the word of God; but you muſt allow 
us to ſay, we are no more willing to be ſubject to 
your judgement abſolutely, than we wiſh you to 
be ſubjef to ours: each muſt judge to regulate 
his own conduct, but he that judges both you and 
us, without miſtake, is the Lord. 

Give us leave to add, that as we diſclaim the 
idea of being laegivers to you, ſo we renounce 
that of being taſkmaſters, We have written what 
we have written for your conviction, and in no 
other way can we think of promoting the kingdom 
of God among you. But ſhould you be convinced 
that what we have thus recommended is right, it 
does by no means follow, that it would, therefore, 
always be right to attend to the duties we have 
mentioned in the order they are here exhibited. 
As the abſence or indiſpoſition of the heads of fami- 
lies, ſo many other, circumſtances may happen to 
make it neceſſary, or, at leaſt, to make it eligible, 
for you to abridge, enlarge, or tranſpoſe the preſent 
plan of devotion. —Sometimes the devotion of the 
family might be enlivened by a pſalm or hymn ; 
and) we wiſh there were more hymns extant, pro- 


perly 
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perly recommending family religion, and tending 
to promote it. We have taken the liberty to add 
one from Dr. Dodderidge's expoſitory hymns at 
the cloſe of this letter. Reading ſome ſuitable 
portion of the word of God, with unaffected re- 
verence, ought, on theſe occaſions, to be a conti- 
nued practice. Whether this ſnould be done with 
making uſe of a practical comment on that part of 


the Scripture that is read in the family, or by its 


being accompanied with a few ſele& remarks from 
ſome author of eſtabliſhed reputation, agreeing 
either with what is read from the inſpired volume, 
or adapted to the preſent circumſtances of the per- 
ſons who are preſent, -or to the ſtate of public 
affairs in which all are concerned; this muſt be 
left to the prudence of him who preſides in the 
family to determine, That every thing which is 
attended to in the family be ſeaſonable, and ma- 
naged with unaffected ſeriouſneſs; and that the 
whole be ſo ſhort as to allow ſufficient leiſure, and 
leave ſufficient ſtrength both of body and mind, 
to worſhip God apart by themſelves, ſeems to be 
that which ſhould be principally regarded on 
theſe evenings. Solitude is as friendly to religion 
as ſociety : and without improving it, at proper 
intervals, no man was ever wiſe or good. It is 
not only calculated to reform, as it ſoftly, but 
irreſiſtibly opens the door to deep reflection, 
(which is admirably repreſented by Mr. Hanway, 
in the excellent Letters he has lately given the 
public) but is equally adapted to preſerve the re- 


formed, and, in conjunction with other duties, 
1 to 
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to promote their beſt intereſt while they live in 


this world of noiſe and diſſipation. Indeed, be- 


tween public, family, and private religion, there is 
ſuch a connection, that he who does not wiſh to be 
religious in each of theſe views, may juſtly queſ- 


tion whether he be ſo in any of them: it is moſt 


probable, that man's religion is vain. Families that 
worſhip God together muſt worſhip him apart; 


every family apart, and their wives apart. And has 


not every worſhipper of. God thoſe confeſſions, 


ſupplications and reflections to make apart, which 


prudence forbids him, and which piety will not 


permit him to make in public? —But we leave the 
idea of ſolitude, at preſent, to obſerve one thing 
more which we think ſhould. be conſidered as a 
branch of family religion; we mean your regu- 
larly catechiſing the younger branches of the fa- 


mily. We do not wiſh to be excuſed this trouble: 


N 


but we fear, if it be confined to miniſters and 
ſchoolmaſters, it is not in thoſe hands in which this 


antient and uſeful method of inſtruction is moſt 


likely to proſper. The zeal of the Papiſts is ſaid 
to have. alarmed many: they are repreſented as 
doing all they can to introduce the deluſions of 
Popery to the riſing generation. May their zeal 


j.covoke us to be as induſtrious, (we do not ſay, to 
be as inſidious) to propagate unadulterated chriſti⸗ 
anity, as they now are, or ever have been to per- 
vert it! Do they unite, and induſtriouſly exert 
themſelves in favour of tyranny and ſuperſtition ? 
Let us go, and do likewiſe, in favour of grace 
and truth ; by * or doing what love dic- 
1 tates 


ERS 

tates to be done,. in order to promote thoſe doc-- 
trines and diſpoſitions, and thoſe only, which are 
according to godlimeſs. Without we do this, viru- 
lent invectives and inflammatory declunetins 
will be, as they always have been, impotent; and 
when this is attended to with pleaſure, we ima- 
gine that ſuch cruel weapons will be as diſagree- 
able to us, as, in themſelves, they are impotent, 
and as, to others, they are injurious.— To ſay all 
at once; Let nothing be done through ſtrife or vain 
glory : for whatever 1s contrary to charity and hu- 
mility, to peace and purity, muſt be diſpleafing 
to Him, who is meek and lowly of heart, who, in 
| every thing that is done by us, or by any man, 
chiefly regards. the diſpoſition of our minds, the 
principles from which we act, and the ultimate 
deſign we have in view. We now leave theſe re- 
flections with you, and with fervent affection com- 
mit you to: Him, whoſe. grace is ſufficient both for 
you and us; who is not only able to keep us from 
falling, but to preſent us faulileſs before the preſente of 
his glory with exceeding joy ; to the only wiſe God, our 
Saviour, be glory and majeſty, n. and power, 
both now and ever / a 


Aus 


Margaret- Street, Cavendiſh- 8 ; 
July 1, 1779. 
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Gov' 8 gracious Approbation of a religious 
Care of our Families, Geneſis xviii. 19. 


. | : 
FATHER of Men, thy Care we bleſs; 
Which crowns our Families with Peace: 
From Thee they ſprung, and by thy Hand © 
Their Root and Branches are ſuſtain'd. 


. | | 


II. 


- To God, moſt worthy to be prais'd, 


Be our domeſtic Altars rais d, 
Who, Lord of Heaven, ke not to duell 


With Saints in their obſc n 
moon 8 >; 


N 


To Thee may each united Houſe | 
Morning and Night preſent its Vows : 
Our Servants there, and riſing Race, 
Be taught thy Precepts and thy Grace. 


IV. 


O may each future Age proclaim | 


The Honours of thy glorious Name ; 
While, pleas'd and thankful, we remove 


To join the Family above. 
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